The late dreadful Earthquakes no Proof of God's 
— Wrath againſt the Portugueſe : 


: , 
2-2 
2 


— COLIN ltr ů ͤ*— — 


a 4 #1 
| A - 
. 4 1 X , 4 ? % 'F ” * 2 d *. 4 > 
* * * 
. * % ® * 


PREACHED AT 


LITCHFIELD, 


On Sunday, Dzcrusn 75 1785. 


E D, 


Canon of LITCHFIELD. 


LOW D O . 
Printed for J. and R. Toxs ON and S. DRA PER. 


MDCCLVI. [Price 64. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


* 


9 C4 


| T he Author c was bs fangs entertained with great Hoſpitality by 
the Gentlemen of the Engliſb Factory at Lisbon, and paſſed ſome 
pleaſing Weeks in viewing the Magnificence of the City, and 
the Beauties of the adjacent Country. The 'Senſe therefore of 
its dreadful Calamity being enhanced by Gratitude and Friend- 
ſhip, he was induced very early to preach on this melancholy 
Subject, and before the Order for a Faſt the Sermon was ſent to 
the Preſs, deſigned. chiefly as a Preſent to Friends, to whom 
alone à Writer can be ſerviceable, whoſe Name awakes no not the 
Attention of the Public 
A Superſtition is attacked, which is deep-rooted in the Heart of 
Man, and which very few even of our own Church, and much 
fewer, I believe, of any other, are wholly exempt from. It is 
hoped therefore, that the Publication may tend ſome little to 
confirm that ratiaual Syſtem of Religion which excludes every 
Species of Superſtition ; a Syſtem which the Infidel and En- 
thuſiaſt join their Efforts to diſpoſſeſs us of, and to ſubſtitute in 


its ſtead a Chriſtianity not W [T7 ras 2 2 25 
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Loxs XL. 4, 5. 


: 7h eighteen upon whom the Tower in Siloam fell, 
and flew them, think ye that they were Sinners 
above all Men that FRO in Jeruſalem ? IJ tell 
Jou, nay: but except ye repent, ye ſhall all like- 
Wiſe e. 5 


U CH were the benevolent Sentiments of our 
bleſſed Saviour on a Number of unfortunate 
Men, who were overwhelmed by the ſudden 
Fall of a Tower in Siam; ſuch too was the cha- 
ritable Sentence which he pronounced on ſome 
Galileans, whom Pilate had murdered in the Tem- 
ple of God, and min Ned their Blood with their 
Sacrifices. 
Very different, ** far leſs charitable, had been 
the Nerdy of his Audience on thoſe Subjects; 
for tho it is not expreſsly ſaid, that the Perſons 
who ſpake of theſe murdered Ga/ileans, had ſup- 
poſed. Pet guilty of ſome enormous Crimes, 2 
which ſo 7 a N had befallen them, 


A 2 yet 


te} 


yet from our Saviour's Speech, who anſwered to _ - 
their Thoughts. as well-as-their_ZFords, it. is very. 1 
clear, 1.2 ſuch was the Sentence which had 3 
paſſed in their Hearts. 1 
Nor were the beſt of Men, even his own Di/- 
ciples, free from the Guilt of having formed ſuch 
hard Cenſures upon the Misfortunes of their Fellow- * 
Creatures; for when they ſaw-a Man that had been . 
born blind, they ſuppoſed it a Judgment for ſome - = 
grievous Sin that either he or his Parents had com- 
mitted. One of theſe they thought the undoubted = 
cauſe, and only aſked their e. which it was. 1 
| But he in that Inftance, as well as in his Anſwer | 
1 to thoſe eus who told him of Pilates Cruelty, 
AZ ſtrongly rebukes their Cenſoriouſneſs, and probably 
corrected a Fault which they had been ſubject = 4 

from their Infancy. © - 3 

But this excellent Advice againſt aggravating the 1 
extraordinary Diſtreſſes of out unfortunate Brethren, = 
by ſuppoſing them the immediate Conſequence Ws 

ſome extraordinary Guilt ; whatever Weight it had 

on the Apoſtles 7 Chr 72 is far from having its 
due Influence with the generality of Chriſtians. 

Every Sec of Religion, every Party in Politics, every 
Nation contending with others, all are apt to tri- —_— 

umph in the Diſereſſes of their Rivals, to look on * 

their Misfortumes as certain Sigus of God's Wrath = 

againſt them, and to thank God, not as Gy ought = 
| to 
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151 
to do, that he has not afflicted themſelves with 
thoſe Judgments which they may have more deſerved; 


but with the //e//-applauding Phariſee, they thank 


him, or rather boaſt themſelves, that they are not 


ſuch impious Il retches as to be the Objects of ſuch 


Vengeance. The Diſaſters of their Adverſaries 
appear Proofs of God's deteſting their Principles 


and Party, and approving their own; tho they 
generally are each ſo partial to themſelves, that 
'when the like or worſe Diſaſters fall on their own. 
Heads, they are not ready to condemn, for that 
Reaſon, either their own Principles or Practices, or 
to think that H eaven has declared in Favour of 


their Enemies. „ 
Numberleſs are the Arne of this Conduct, 


both in old Times and in latter Days: I ſhall juſt | 


mention a remarkable one in our own Nation. In 


the Civil Wars of the laſt Century, how did each 
Party brandiſh the Fudgments of God againſt each 
whe How did the conguering Side triumph for a 
while in full Aſſurance of their Succeſs being an 
evident Token of God's eſpouſing their Cauſe, and 
of their being the E/#, the ſole Favourites of 
Heaven? How did they inſult the King and his 
Friends, as hated of God, and placed on high, as 
"Marks of his I ndignation againſt Tyranny and Op- 
"preſſion? and no ſooner was the Scene reverſed, 


1 we 4 ifors "vanquiſhed. by their own Diſſenſions, 


and 


61 
and many of the Regiciaes condemn d to the like 
ignominious Deaths chat they had brought on the 
King; than the Conquerors were as ready in point- 


ing out the Fudgments of God upon their Encmies, 


and were as confident that their own Szcce/s was a 


Proof of his approving their Cauſe and Principles as 


the others had been before.“ 1 ac: 
Among the Inſtances of Perſons boaſting: of Fudements againſt 
their Enemies, I ſhall ſelect one, which being a local one to the Peo- 
ple of Litchfield, will be to them particularly intereſting. In the 
Civil Wars, Lord Brook was irreconcileably averſe to the Govern- 
ment in Church and State; altho”, ſays Lord Clarendon, in his own 
Nature, he was a very civil well-humoured Man. That he was honeſt 
appears from his refuſing at York, when in the King's Power, the 
Cath of Proleſtation againſt the Scats in 1639, which all the Scats and 
all the Engliſʒñ Lords, except Lord Say and Him, ſwallowed without 
Scruple, tho* the Actions of many of them were quite inconſiſtent 
with ſuch an Oath: ' After the Battle of Edge-Hill, Lord Brack was 
ſent by the Parliament to. harangue the Citizens of London, where, 
greatly magnifying the Advantage gained by their Party, and ſtrongly 


- 


cintured with the Panaticiſm of the Ape, he told them, that there 


were near 2700 Thouſand, of the oppoſite. Side, and only One Hundred 


« of theirs, ſlain; © This, fays he, is a very miraculous thing. He that 
dealt ſo wonderfully heretofore, it were to diſtruſt him, if we did 


< not think he would do ſo again; truly we are a dear People exceed- 


* nh dela) ot IRAN att ic 3 
Here we ſee him confident, that a Succeſt, which was of very doubt- 
ful Authority, for both Sides claimed the Victory, was a full Proof 
of God's Love to them, and Hate to their Enemies, In the begin- 
ning of the Year 1643, he came to beſiege the Cloſe of the Cathedral at 
| Litchfield, which being then eſteemed à very ftrong Fortreſs, was 
defended by the Earl of Chefterfield, and a great number of the King's 
Friends. Before he opened the Siege, he made a long Prayer, as 
was his Cuſtom, before the Army, and is ſaid to have begged 


« that 
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While both Parties were thus in their turng-boaſt- 
ing of 9 which had fallen on their Foes, the 
Papiſts, 


ee that God would by ſome ſpecial Token manifeſt to them his Appro- 
_ © bation of that their Deſign ; that if the Cauſe was not juft and right, 


<< he might preſently be cut off Extempore Effuſions are often 


Ae The former Part of the Prayer ſeems highly pro- 
bable and exactly of a piece with his Speech in Guildhall; the latter 
expreſſing a Doubt of the Goodneſs of his Cauſe ſeems quite out of Cha- 
racter, and was probably an Addition to his Prayer. He planted 
his Battery againſt the South-Zoft Gate: of the Cloſe, ſtanding himſelf 
m a Window to direct the Gunners, but a ſudden Shout of the Sol- 
diers cauſing him to come to the Door; One, Diot, a Clergyman's 
Son, Who was deaf. and dumb, being placed on the Battlements of 
the Lach- Choir, levelled at him and ſhot him, tho' armed Cap- a- pie, 
thro' the Eye into the Brain; the Aim was not exact, for the Ball firſt 
glanced on a Piece of Fimber. | The Spot whereon he fell, in Dam- 
otrect, is fill diſtinguiſned, by being left unpaved, —On this me- 
morable Accident, it is no wonder, that the oppoſite Party ſhould 
retort a Judgment upon him; and Arch-Bifpop Laud, in his Hiſtory, 
| obſcrves :thice Things: #2}, That this great and known Ene- 
my of Cathedral arches died thus fearfully in the Aſſault of a Ca- 
% fthedrel. © 2d, That this happened on St. Chad's Day, of which Saint 
the Cathedral bears the Name. za, This Lord being two Years 
before upon the Thames, upon ſome Diſcourſe about S/. Paul's 


* Church, then in their Eye, he told ſome young Lords, he hoped to 


Ave 10 foe that ont Stone of that Building ſbould not be left upon another: 
Rut that Church: ſtands yet, and . Ow put out that hoped to 
fee the Ruins of it.. 
Fhus does a Protefant Biſhop call in the Conutinunct of a Popiſh 
Sent, to turn the common Fate of War into a miraculous Judgment. But 
if a Miracle was wrought in defence of the Cathedral, how came Sir 
Joh Gell, who was next in Command aſter Lord Brook, to take and 
almoſt demoliſſi ic, and his Poſterity to continue to this Day in quiet 
Foſſeſſion of a large Eſtate belonging to it ?!——How unfit was Bi- 
ſhop Laud, then in Prifen, and ſhortly. to be beheaded, to call /affering 
in any Canſe a Proof of God's Difpteaſure? How did the Enemy re- 
UT as a Jaugment againſt him, chat Prin, who was condemned — 
| the 
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Papiſis; Who ſaw the dreadful Calamities that each 
had brought on the other, triumphed: in their turn, 


and 


the Star Chamber t to the Pillory Lib ot of Ears, and perpetia Impriſon- 
ment without Colour of Ls See the Trial at large, not that diſ- 
honeſt Abridgment of it by Salmon] only for writing againſt Stage- 
Plays, which happened to exaſperate the Queen, as ſhe had Plays 
acted in her Parlour, according to the French Cuſtom, moſt Sunday- 
Evenings, and once had with her Courtiers acted in a Playcherſelf; 
that this Man ſo ill uſed by the Biſbop ſhould, at laſt become the Par- 
liamentary Manager againſt him; and that the latter, who had been 
an Inſtrument of condemning the former without Law, ſhould: at 
laſt himſelf periſh without Law ? for he was hunted: down by. a Cry 
of Wretches in a Manner more illegal and more pityable than Lord 
Strafford, and which was only exceeded by the miſerable Fate of 
the King himſelf. In the dreadful Conflicts of that Age, Diſtreſſes 


were allotted to the beſt of Men on both Sides, and whoever makes 


them a Proof of Guilt will ſet up a very bad Criterion of Vice and 
Vine... 
A Cynic Wit and Orator of the ſucceeding Aut; has a whole Ser- 
mon full of Judgments againſt thoſe that were againſt him and his 
Party; who, ſpeaking of Lord Brook's Death, after enumerating moſt 


of the above-mentioned Circumſtances, benin e He aſked 


of God a Sign, and God gave him one; ſigning him on the Fore- 


Head with ſuch a Mark as he is like to be known by to all Po- 
ſteri 


Biſhop Tillotſon has a Sermon on the Subject of Fudgments, which 
ſeems levelled againſt this of Dr. South, his Text the ſame that! 


have choſen; where he very juſtly obſerves—** That all Sorts of Men 
are very ſuperſtitionſly affected this way; all Parties are very greedy 


c to catch at any Shadow of a Parallel between the Judgments that 


«© befel their Enemies and the Sins which they ſuppoſe them guilty 
of. Fancy is an endleſs thing; and if we go this way to work, then 


« he that hath the beſt Wit, is like to be the beſt Interpreter of 


God's Judgments. —He, on this Subject, quotes a wiſe Obſerva- 
tion of Thuanus, Turbatis odio aut amore animis, ut fit in Religionis Diſ- 


ſentionibus, pro ſe quiſque omnia ſuperſtitioſe interpretatur. Men's Minds 
being afuated by Leve or Hatred, as it happens in Religious Contentions, 


each 
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. 
and thought the whole Civil War a qudęment on 
both, for having ſeparated themſelves from what they 
- call their Catholic Church. _ — | 

Thus did all Sides brand their Abe cer as the 
Ou of God, none of them foreſeeing that theſe 
dreadful Cinflifts between Indefeaſible Prerogative, 
and unboumded Licentiouſneſs, between too potent an 
Hierarchy, an All- levelling Independency, and the 
reſtleſs Attem pts of Popery for a Re-eſtabhſhment, 
would be in the End productive of the fit and 
happy Medium between all thoſe Extremes, our pre- 
ſent excellent Conſtitution in Church and State. For 
this we have the higheſt Reaſon to be thankful 
to God by a due Senſe of our own Demerits, and the 


Greatneſs of the Bleſſing. 


But as Men are {till prone to indir: the Faults of 


others rather than their ow-3 I ſhall briefly point 
out the great Pre/umprion, and the great Unchari- 


zableneſs of thus interpreting any remarkable Ca- 
lamity of our Fellow-Creatures, to be a Mark of 


a Gas s particular Indignation againſt them. 


That it is great Preſumption thus to pretend to know 


the ſecret Counfels 4 God, to fathom the Depths of 


each ſuperſtitionſly interprets the Circumſtances * every Event in his own 
Favour. To this I will only add. Let every Man who is 
inclined to conſtrue Calamities into Fudements, aſk himſelf this Que- 
ſtion— Was I ever willing to acknowledge any Misfortune that fell 
on one of my own Principles to be a Proof of God's d approving them ? 


or did I ever hear of any Man who would allow it. 


* Ro Infmite 


16 

Infinite Wiſdom, and to interpret the meaning of his 
Judgments, which are fur above out of our Hel, 
we have abundant Proofs from Scripture,” The whole 
Book of Job ſeems written on purpoſe to root it out 
from the Minds of Men; for what Calamities ever fell 
fo thick on the Head of one Man as on his? His 
Flache, his Herds, his numerous Servants, his beloved 
Sons and Daughters, tho diſperſed in different Places, 
all at one time deſtroyed by guν Calamities, and 
the dreadful Tidings 2 into his Ears from every 
Quarter. Laſtly, himſelf {mitten with the moſt pain- 
ful and loathſome Diſcaſe; his Blood turned into a 
' Maſs of Corruption; his Skin into one univerſal Sore. 
Not only his Enemies, but his beſt Friends thought 


him 9 of God for ſome momſtrous Sims that he 


had concealed from the Eyes of Men: notwithſtand- 
ing which, we are well ae, that he was the 


wiſe, the beſt, the moff viriuous, the moſt beloved of 


Cal, of all the Men then in the World. 

Is not this enough to ſtop the Mouth of Preſaunp- 
rion with regard to a and for ever to ſilence 
the Tongue of Cenſure? Alas! we find it did not do 
it; the Jews in our Saviour time were as forward to 
miſinterpret the Judgments of God againſt the Per- 


ſons on whom they had fallen, as if the Bookof b had 


not been written, nor ever read in their Synagogues. 
Our Saviour, who alone knew the ſecret Coumſels 


of God, more than once rebukes them for this Pre- 


Tn tia : 
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73 and there is ſomething remarkably ſtriking 


in {ths 2 7 of my Text; now the Event has explained | 
the full Meaning of them. Thin ye, that tp. eighteen. 
upon whom the Tower in Hilbam fell and flew them, were 
Hinners above all Men that dwelt in Feruſalem? I tell 
you, nay ; but uiheſs Ye repent, ye ſpall all likewiſe periſh. 
Which we may thus paraphraſe. © Men of Feruſa- 
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lem, ye are apt to believe that the Fall of the Tower 
in SShajn was a ſi onal Fudg ment for ſome very un- 


common Sins of thoſe who were cruſhed by it; 


whereas, their ſudden Deaths by this Accident, 
was no more a Proof of their /uperior Guilt, 
than a Fever or Apoplexy, or any of the common 


Diſtempers which deſtroy the Life of Man. They 


of them who were good, were cut off in Mercy, 
and will be far happier in another World. They 
who were wicked were cut off in Mercy too, and 
better had it been for maxy of You who now live 
in Eaſe and Plenty, that you had been one of their 
Wumber ; for you will” be guilty of a much 


greater Witeeduwſ than any of them ever com- 


mitted; you will {lay the 7/7 one of God; you will 


murder your own Meſſiah, the Rds and 
Saviour of the World; you will bring his ſacred 
Blood upon yourſelves and your Children ; for 
which, ſuch an amazing Series of terrible Jude 
ments ſhall fall on you, and them; + ſuch a com- 
en Deſiruetion of your City and * 

B 2 « that 
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- takes off that Pic which i is due to D itreſs, and 


re 
that you will wiſh not only Towers, bat Hills 
« and Mountains to fall on you, if they could 
« cover you from God's never-ending Wrath, and 
« everlaſting Vengeance.” ---Such was the dreadful 
Rebuke which was couched in our Saviour's Words, 
except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. 

But we Chri/tians have now a ſtronger Argu- 
ment to prove that the moſt dreadful Afiifions 
of this World, are no Proof of God's Anger than 
evn the Example of Job, or the Advice of our 
Saviour. It is, that he himſelf was a Man of Sor- 
rows and acquainted with Grief, that he appeared 


cc 


a 


A 


to his Enemies de/erted and ſmitten of God; and 


that he was raiſed on the Croſs a Spectacle of Mi- 
/ery to Heaven and Earth. Hence a Chriſt cru- 
ified was a Stumbling- Bloc to the Fews, and 
to the - Greeks, Fooliſbneſo; and we {hall ill have 
learned Chrift ourſelves, if after this, we interpret 
the Misfortunes of any to be Proofs of their Guilt 
or of our own comparative Virtues. . It others Suf- 
ferings are greater than ours, ſhall we dare to tax 
them with greater F/ickedne/s, when the only Sin- 
leſs, the only Perfect Man that ever lived, ſuffered 
the moſt painful, the moſt afflictive, and the moſt 
ignominious Death? 

One Vice often gives Birth to others, ad his 
Preſumption uſually begets great U ncharitableneſs. 


1 


tn) 


To defeats one | great End of God's affiiling ſome, 


and bleſſ ng others. For all the good things we 
enjoy, we are Debtors to God, and cannot repay 


him but by communicating a Part to thoſe who 
are deſtitute of them. But if we {ſhoot out our 


Arrows, ev'n bitter Words, if we wound them 


with Cenſure who are before wounded with Sor- 
row, we act the Part not of Chriſtians, nay not 
of Men, but of Devils, whoſe Delight is to be the 

Accuſers and Tormentors of their Brethren. 


But perhaps you will ſay, are there not many In- 


ſtances in & cripture of God's pouring out his Ven- 


geance upon Cities and IVations for the Wickedneſs 
of thoſe who dwell therein? and when we ſee the 


| like Judgiments in our Days, ſhould we not aſcłibe 


them to the ſame Cauſes I anfwer, No.---What- 


| ever are the Cauſes, they are not revealed to us 


as they were to the Prophers- of the O and New 
Teſtament. * And without an expreſs Revelation, 


we have no Right to aſſigii the End and Purpoſe 
of God's Providence when his Arm, is : lifted, up 
either to vey arg or m"— a N lation. 


1 


Rb {IS may 0 eie Asch che 55185 tins 


of particular Cities or M. tions, that Storrs or 


Far thquahes,  Famiges. or Plagttes may falfil ſome 


grew 


"_ 

great Pus poſe o enten; 19; 8 general 
Providence may in ſuch. Inſtances. have all the Bf. 
fects of a Supernatural, and particular one. But 


ſuppoſing, elt er of theſe, and He Knew that 


either from the T: Intervention-of ger baten 
or from the Sure Noration of natural Canjes 
preordgined by the Creator for a particular pur- 
de of his -mora! Government 3. ye pught we not 
from thence | | conclude any thing of the comp 
rative Iicke Les of the Sufferers, Jo charitably 
to hope that he -chafteneth e bs  boveth,- X 
Lege, who be. receiver. 1905 
But Chriiqus, have Reaſon, I thinks! to belle 
that Srorms and, arthquakes, Famine, and \Peſti- 
lence are amor the general Judgments of God 
Wend Sin; that they came with Sin into the 
orld among other Executioners of the Sentence 
of Death upon. all. Mankind; and that one Event 
for the _ Part dae to the RegOteour and 
to the Wicked. 
Ihe Caſe of * Jeg was widely. Aen. they 
were under an immediate and particular Providence. 
Temporary Rewards and temporary Curſes were the 
Sanctions of their Law; and hence we may ac- 
count for the. Opinion of the Jets in our Saviour's 
Time, that Ruin only. overwhelmed the Ungodly ; 
nofithifand/ng the. Caſs, 9 Jab, who was not 


under 


i095 9 
under th Moſaic D. enſotion. That Diſpenſation 
ceaſed on the Deſtr uction of the Temple, and the 
Sanctions of the Chriftian Law are the Rewards 
and Punifhunents' not.of this but of a future Sate. 
WMe are therefore to look on this World as fuited 
Uo the general State of Mankind, all under the 
Condemnation of Death. God Has annexed to 
moſt Crimes natural gerte; » Pains, Diſcaſes, 
and premature Ol Age are the Penalties inflicted 
on Luff and Debanthery, Glutony and Drunken- 
neſs; 75 atred and Envy are Ff Ter menu:; 3 An- 
1 ger and Fu ferment in our Souls, and ſhake them 
. ke Earthquakes; and every boifterous, eyery na- 
N lignant Paſſion is Hike a troubled Dea whoſe Waters 
caſt up Mire and Dirt. Theſe are the Storms 
againſt which we ought to exert all our Powers, 
theſe we may ſubdue, for againft theſe we are 
ſure © that conſtant and fervent Prayer will avail 
much, If we ſubdue theſe, the Storms without 


cannot really hurt us; they may bring zemporal 
Death, but Deats, will Je be the” Cate of 
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Heaven. 
N It is wachen our Duty to N25 dt temporal 
; - as Nw” as ſpiritual Evils, but with far leſs Fervency, 
P N and in abſolute dubſerviency to the latter. Whe- 


ther our Prayers will ever avert a7 impending Ruin, 
and change the ſettled Laws of Mature, is quite 


"Ul uncertain : But they will do more; if they bring 
* 3 e 


[267] 
forth no Fruit bere, they will repay an Hundred. 
fold bereafter.---In this Hope let us reſt ; Death is 
the Lot of all; there is not ſo much Difference i in 
the Manner of it as we are apt to imagine: What 
are conſtrued Fudgments, becauſe uncommon, are 
often not more agonizing than the commoneſt and 
moſt natural Deaths; the accumulating Pains of 
one dying in a raging Fever are perhaps equal to 
the more acute but ſhorter Agonies of one that is 
burnt in his Houſe; the racking Tortures of the 
Gout and. Stone have been as exquiſite as Bruiſes of 
the Fleſh, and Fracrures of Bones, by the Fall of 
Rooks and Battlements. 
Conſider therefore the Baan of Herb. . Mi- 
nerals, the Stings of Scorpions and Serpents, tlie 
Rawvages of Famine, War, and the dreadful De- 
vaſtations of Hurricanes and E arthquales, as much 
the general Judgments of God againſt Sin, as the 
radical Diſeaſes that - lurk in all our Bodies.---- 
Without an expreſs Revelation we have no Right 
to particulariſe them. 
The natural Man, from a View of hole various 
Enemies of Life, concludes only, Let us eat and 
drink, for To-morrow we die. Nay, the moſt Jearn- 
cd of the Heathens drew no other Conſequence 
from them, than that a w/e Man ſhould not fear 
Death, becauſe Fear could not prevent it ; or, be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe Death was an utter Extinctim of Being *. 


But the Chriſtiam is much better inſtructed; he is 


dau ght to warzch and pray, becauſe he knows in ge- 
neral how frail his Life is, but knows not the Hour 
of his Summons. This Uncertainty, fo idly talked 


of by the Heathen Philoſophers, is urged by our 
=_ as the ſtrongeft Motive to habirual Piety, be- 
g inſeparably connected with the Sentence at the 


Dey of Judgment. 


Imminent hwy e to Gary I hn ſhould 


quicken his Yigilance of Prayer ; great and na- 
tional Dangers ſhould awaken national Devotions. 


The Wiſdom of the World calls this the Reaſon- 
ing of ſuperſtitious Terror; the pretended Philoſopher 
fays, he can fet forth the Caſes of theſe deftructive 
Operations of Mature. He talks, perhaps, of i- 
Zrous, fulphureous and mineral Particles, fornentin g 
in the Air, and burſting into Lightening and Thun- 


der, and when confined and exploded within the 


Bowels of the Earth, ſhaking and rending whole 
Kingdoms by the Violence of their Expanſion,---But 
how ſoon does this boafted Knowledge end in Darkneſs 


and Ignoramce? Thou talk ſt of Cauſes, when thou 
know ft only Effects. From | frnilar Experiments, 5 


3 Ses the real Sentiments of the Philoſophers of Greece and Rome, 


with regard to Death and a future State, very evidently ſet forth, by 
Dr. Warburton, in the Divine Legation 5 Moss. 
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n of Learning have told thee what are probably 
the con/tituent Particles which give Birth to 1 
Thunder. But wouldſt thou think Ye getation ſuf- 
. ficiently accounted for, by laying, TY Plants are 
nouriſhed by Earth and Water in Aſia, juſt as they 


are in Europe? Little more doſt thou ſay, in tell- 


ing us, that Compounds ſimilar to thoſe which the 
Chymiſt moulds into Gunpowder, form Lightening 


and Earthquakes : : For whence or how do . theſe 


fubtle Particles poſſeſs this amazing Elaſticity ? 


Here thou art. I gnorance itſelf.---- And if thou 
draweſt no Moral Refle&1ons from hence, if thou 


concludeſt, that theſe, becauſe natural, are there- 
fore not the Hoice of God calling Men to Repentance; 1 
whatever thou knoweſt of the Cauſe, thou knoweſt 
nothing of the Eßect which the God of Mature 


intended. -In this pe thou art wo than 
Ignorance. _ 


True Wiſdom ry! LF not. in finding out 3 


few Linls in the Chain of Cauſes, but in diſcover- 
ing the moral Good that all the D Diſpenſations of 
Providence, all the Operations and Phenomena of 


Mature ought to produce; that the Bleſſmgs of 


healthful SA and fruitful Seaſons ſhould be Mat- 
ter of Praiſe and Thankſgiving ; ; that all her per- 
nicious Qualities, all her Miniſtens of Deſtruction 
ſhould rouze us from e our Tang of Sin. 
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All the natural * acts in  ſubſerviericy t to the 
moral one. 


This is the Philo/ophy of Chriſt. Philo oo phy chat 
will make its Dj iſeiples "wil indeed, even * unto 


: 8 alvation. 


When God's natural. Judgment e are 


remarkably viſible in the Earth, Woe be to that 
Nation, who does not learn Righteouſneſs. Woe 


be to thoſe who are not candid in Sentiment, 
and compaſſionate in Word and Deed to the Af- 
flicted and Miſerable ; who: exaggerate the com- 
parative Guilt of the Suffelers; and turn not their 
Eyes upon their own Sins, which may have much 


| more deſerved the Chaſtiſement ofan offended God. 


Let us, my Brethren, when we hear of  :hou- 


ſands and ten thouſands .overwhelmed- in ſudden 


Deſtruftion,” reflect how happy were the Good and 
Hirtuous among them, whom the Lord, at his un- 


looked-for Viſttation, found watchful and ready a 


his Call. And how neceſſary it is to be conflamly 
prepared, leſt We receive the'like unexpefted Stun- 
Inons.” Wet Us therefofe, by conſtant and fervent 


Prayer, - endeavour to gain a confirmed Habit of 
Piety ard Virtue ; let us be in perfect Charity with 
all Men, land W y 10 with the Aſlicted and 


Mi/erable.---- Then need we .rivt fear; tho be Fills 
be moved, and Mountains carried into the Mid}t of 
the 4 ea, 2 the Waters thereof rage and ſwell, and 

Ce Earth 


eee 
Earth open wide be. Mouth to Joan: 7g aß. 
quick, 


I doubt not but thro this Diſcourſe, you © Ba 
had in your thoughts the, dreadful Calamity of a 
neighbouring Nation; where a City, which a few 


Weeks ago was the Pride, the Glens the Treaſury 
of Eurupe, is now a Heap of fag She that was: 


raiſed like Rowe of Old 1 upon a Circle of beautiful 


Hills, and f pread abroad upon the Banks of one of 
the nobleſt H. N in — World; She that was 


great among the Matians, and a Princeſs among 


the Provinces, is now become ſolitary and deſolate. 


She that ſate as the:#pre/s.of the Ocean, and daily 
received the Riches of both Indies into her Lap, 


is now ſtript of her beautiful Garments, and. lies: 


weeping in Duf and Aſhes. I ſaw, ſays one of 


4 the unhappy Swferers, that great and ſuperb City 
% overthrown by Shocks, which heaved up he 
« moſt. undes Edliſices, and {hook them Juſt 


«as yt are ſhaken by the Wind.” 
O O howvain and unſtable are all things under the 
Sun! bow abſurd for. poor Morzals to boaft them- 
ſelves in the Multitude of their Riches, the Magni. 


cence of their Manfions, or even the wide Extent of 


their Dominions |---Behold a City who had long 

enjoyed Peace within her Walls. = 2 PAW Hr 
within her Palaces, can now afford neither Shelter 
a inf the form, nor * againſt the Win- 


lier s 
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ters Cold. All her People mourn; her Merchants 
who had the Wealth of 1V; obles, his Nobles who 


many of them had been Princes in Foreign Lands, 


wandring to and fro and not knowing where to lay 


zheir Heads. Nay, her King himſelf, the wealthie/t 


Monarch in Europe, and perhaps in the World, 
calling out for Bread to relieve his Soul. 

And is it nothing to us that live in Eaſe and 
Profperity? Can we hear of the miſerable Condi- 


tion of our Alles and Friends without Pity and 


Compaſſion? without a fervent Deſire to contri- 
bute to their Relief, and to ſend them, when op- 


portunity offers, g Teſtimonies of our Be- 


nevolence? 


Let us on this m chchly et be ſure to 


avoid thoſe preſumptuous, thoſe uncharitable Cen/ures 
of calling the Portugueſe greater Sinners than other 


Nations of Europe, but let us ſuppoſe our Saviour 


ſpeaking to us in the Words of my Text, I rell 


you nay, but unleſs ye repent ye ſhall all lileuiſe 


periſh, if not by a ſudden Deſtruction in this World, 
by a much more dreadful One in the next. 


It is neceſſary that we ſhould be warned Seat 
this, as the Spirit of Cenſure is already gone forth, 


and ſome are apt to aſcribe this ſignal Peſtruction 


either to the Cruelty of their Inquiſition; ; to the 
bigotted Idolatiy of the People; or, to the frequent 
Murders committed in their Streets. While the 
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Roman Catholicks 1 be full as ready to aſcribe it 
to their Commerce with the Proteſtants, and their 
ſuffering ſo many, whom they call Heretic, to 
ſojourn amongſt them. . 
But let us turn our Eyes upon the Sins of Our 
own People, and inſtead of dwelling at this time 
on the /uper/zitious Bigotry of the unhappy Portu- 
gueſe, let us reflect upon the Libertini/m and In- 
Fiaehity that are publickly boaſted - of | by, Numbers 
in this Nation, on the horrid J op ions and /a/- © 
phemous Oaths that are daily ſounding in our Ears; 5 
and on the little Senſe of Religion that appears 1h = 
almoſt all Ranks and Degrees of Men amongſt us. = 
Let all of us therefore that have the leaſt Senſe of ” 
it left, firſt humble ourſelves before the Almighty, 1 = 
and by our repentant Travan, endeavour to depre> 
cate his Vengeance. _ 
Let us next ſeize this Ouicortwaity of ſhewing | '2 
to all the World the charizable the benign Temper 0 
of the Church of England, by e all Diſ- 
tinction between Proteſlants and Papiſts, and only 
conſidering the Portugueſe as our Weighbours and 
Birethren labouring under the moſt afflictive Diſ- 
treſſes that have for many Ages fallen on any 
People. Our compaſſionate and benevolent Kin 
has ſet us a worthy Example, and called on his 
Paꝛnliament for their generous Aſſiſtance, and if 
he ſhould think fit to p to all his People for 
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| [ 23 
their private Charity, let us liberally beſtow a Share 
of the good Things we enjoy on thoſe who of 
late poſſeſſed them in as great or much greater 
Abundance than ourſelves, but are now reduced 

to the loweſt Wretchedneſs. 
Let us next refle& that if God at any time now 


acts by a particular intervening Providence, it is 


moſt probably in the Protection of religious States 


and Kingdoms, becauſe the Proſperity or Down- 
fall of theſe is part of that great prophetic Syſtem, 
the Outlines of which are ſketched out by 1/arah, 


Daniel, and others in the Ol Teſtament, _ are 
more clearly marked by St. Paul,” St. Peter, and 


particularly by that propheric Evangel. jt St. John. 


Such a Mational Charity therefore is the moſt 
likely Means to cover the Multitude of our National 


Sins; to be a Shield againſt the Sword of our 
Enemies which is now ready to be drawn forth 
againſt us, to defend us either from a ſadden or a 


lingring Deſtrufion, and to preſerve our BRLOVED 
ConsTITUTION in Church and State to us and our 


Poſterity for ever. 


1 4-4 


IF os a 2 
2 se 99 VEE gs = PIES . . 5 
„ A a, 8 


3 


* Ee p _ >; J 8 * * n N * — . 4 e 4 * 5 : WT 207 = = . N * 2 S ” U — * ” O55 
£ ; : ö g 2 * 2 8 1 1255 F % 44 6 - * . — » - * 4 a * ar 


L > 8 8 R wy 2 ö "IE * ; ** I a 8 . N 
3 — — & . NESS 3 22 — : I 5 
e 2 n 2222 KT IEEE NG oY 5 nn RY 
99 of r 
5 * > 
* 
. ce 
* 
©2 
. 
* 
\ 
* 
. 
f * 
4 | 
o 
| — 
* F | a 
* 
, 
| . 
* *% 
' 
* 
i . 
* 
» 
. 
: ' 
* 
* * 
| : 
. 
* 
f * 
* ; | ; 
* | | | 
0 . * ay | 
* * 9 + 
Taree F | 
þ > « q * 4 | 
. 5 N „ | 
0 \ 4 
* 1 2 
j TAL 14 
| : 
_ £ * 5 | 
- & | 
I. | 
7 k 7 * 1 
* a 0 n 4 1. 
- Sf | » * 0 by 
"__ 8 of * 
* * 5 of * 7 
* 3 ©, ſh a $* 
2 * 5 * v 17 | 
_ . . ES F * 
L424; IgE ; 
, to U 1 : 
— * 
: 
0 — Re — die _ 
* 1 
* 
: 
: 1 
| 5 
% 
. | 
- p | 
* 
| t 
7 
C * - 
: 
2 | | 
- 
: 
| * 
# * ; 
* 
4 
1 
% 
. 
- 
© 
| b 
s x - id 
* I : 
wy 
% 
* 
— . 
— — | 
— IO —— — ets — 3 | A | | 
” S * goo — % * 3 ä * F Pg wt - f Da E 


X 
. 
* 
ſe — 
> 
< 
QI 
o 
F * 
. 
4 
. 
* 
* 
. 
. - 
5 
— 8 1 * , N _ N ' — — 
x * 5 . b 4 — 1 g 7 ö 7 ab 1. $1. 4 * OW — 
X , 5 — p h > 9 7 I; by, in % 
4 — — : 5 ; * dr, £ A r NE LS ed et oe 4 N 
* EVE 9 — Spa 8 - Ws IE 12 . vo ach; : : - 2 ">. 
. OWE e d I ba "7 


